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has

een an angel

to people seeking to adopt

EVERGREEN — Seth Grob be-
| came a lawyer to help people. He
© must be pretty good at it because he

has an award that says he's an an-

gel.

Last week in Washington, D.C,,
Grob recelved an Angels in Adop-
tion Award from

-+ the Congression-
al Coelition on
Adoption Insti-
tute.

Next month,
he says, he's re-
celving the Linda
T. Palmieri
Award for Out-
standing Service
to Children from
the 1st Judieial
District Bar Asso-
clation.

Grob speclaliz-
esinadoptionlaw, representing fam-
ilies and-domestic and foreign agen-
cies.

“I've always had a passion for help-
Ing children,” he sald. “It's never
beenachore.”

That attitude was formed in high
schoolin Bridgewater, N.J.,, when he
volunteered at a hospital. He was fre-
quently asslgned to the children’s
ward, where his compasslon was

. fanned. “I reached out and helped
them,” he said.

If there's a gene for volunteering,
Grob Inherited It “I was ralsed to
give back,” he said,

His mom, Lila, was active at

| Grob's school, In the comtnunity

“As a human race, we have an
obligation to make this world a
better place for ourselves, our
kids and our grandkids.”

Seth Grob

and in politics. His dad, Gerald, was
a history professor who brought
stimulating conversation to the din-
ner table.

Through high school and college
at Duke University, Grob led tours
of the United States, acting as a
guide to high school students.

“Ttried to give them a full apprecia-
tion for what this country’s all
about, what the United States had
toofl‘er he said.

“Asa human race, we have an obli-
gation to make this world a better
place for ourselves, our kids and our
grandkids,” Grob said, “That plays
into the practice that Thave.”

He has expanded his practice to
include infertility casework — basi-
cally helping prospective parents to
have children.

Hetook a year off while at Duke to
study at the London School of Eco-
nomics, where he met his future
wife, Stephanie Villafuerte, an Auro-
ra native.

Both graduated from the UCLA
law school in 1991 and moved to
Dolomcto. settllng in Evergreen in

1992,

They have two daughters. Grob
plays piano for their school choir
and coaches one of the girl's basket-
hall team,

He was a teenager when he saw a
television report about the atro-
cious conditions in Romanian or-
phanages.

“I still have vivid reco!lections of
the deplorable conditions that
those children faced, including lack
ofany caregivers to nurture and pro-
vide for them,” he said. "I recall see-
Ing babies with bottles stuck in their
mouths and left to feed on their
own, stuck alone in their cribs.”

That instilled in him the der.ire to
tomake changes:

“It goes back to wanting to help
people and figuring out the best
route to be able to do that,” he said.
“As IT'was going through college, one
of the best ways to help was by using
thelaw to achieve that end.”
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